STAGE 2 CROSS-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES
ASSESSMENT TYPE 1: COMMENTARY TASK 1

Business and Enterprise aspects of the Kalahari Experience

I am writing about the fundraising aspects of the Kalahari experience. Fundraising is just one aspect of Business and Enterprise as a discipline. 
‘Business and Enterprise’ is an important discipline for us to study to help us with the Kalahari Experience. If we don’t raise enough money then we can’t go on the trip.
Business Studies is a subject at our school at year 11 and 12. It involves looking into the world of big, medium and small business and what it is like to start a business. It is a fairly hands on subject in which students learn things like:

· How to come up with a business plan
· How to look after the finances

· How to do the marketing

· How to communicate using business ‘speak’ and technology.

As a discipline, Business and Enterprise has many sub-subjects that can be studied individually at school, TAFE and University. These include Accounting, Business Typing, Marketing and Advertising, Small Business Management, Information Technology, Economics and Legal Studies. 

I think that the Business and Enterprise elements that are most relevant to making the Kalahari Experience happen are:

· Business communication

· Finance: planning and management
· Enterprise skills.
All of these were used when we planned and organised and completed our Kalahari Experience Dinner. The following explains what I did to contribute.


First it was part of my job to help find some sponsors and get them to donate goods for the silent auction at the dinner. I talked to my mum and dad about who I could possibly ask and they suggested three family friends. I rang them all up and asked them if they could help. Only one of them helped. XXX owns a sports store and said that she would donate some sporting equipment. I asked what exactly and she said she would ring back later in the week and let me know. I waited for two weeks and then mum suggested I ring again, but I said that she has probably changed her mind. Mum said that no, she is probably busy and has forgotten about it. I asked mum to ring her but she wouldn’t saying that I must do it myself. Of course it was good that she did make me do it as I do need to improve my communication skills and business communication is one of the skills we need to learn in Cross-disciplinary Studies.
I eventually made the phone call and XXX apologised for not ringing back and said that she would donate an AAA sports bag with a variety of small AAA clothing items like socks, caps, etc. I thought this was a good donation, but then she also said that she would give us a top quality complete set of bar bells worth $350 retail. She asked me what advertising she would receive in return and I told her what the class had planned for the dinner in the way of signs and information to the guests.
My other task was to help organise the furniture (tables and chairs) for the dinner and the table settings. I was working with YYY on this. We decided that I would come up with the first ideas for the table settings and YYY would find out about the furniture. I tried looking up table settings on Google, but after much searching realised that this was a very long winded way of doing it. I did get a lot of images of different settings to look at. Most were far too expensive looking for our purposes. I then decided to ask someone. One of my friend’s mums is in catering so I asked her. ZZZ was very helpful and suggested a simple floral centre piece with napkins and menu information to match in colour and pick up the floral design in the graphics of the menu and acknowledgements cards. She helped me make a visual of this idea and I showed it to YYY who liked the idea. At our class meeting someone suggested that we use the colours of the Kalahari for the table setting which was a great idea. I did some research on the colours and learnt a little about the trees which are in existence in the desert. The Camel thorn tree, the Grey Camel thorn tree, the Shepperd tree, the tsamma, the Gemsbuck-cucumber and the yellow-flowered devils-thorn are the specimen plants of the Kalahari. The leaves of the camel thorn trees are a very deep green/grey colour and are an interesting contrast to the huge expanses of the yellows and oranges of the desert.

YYY and I were given $80 out of the budget to do the table settings. We made the centre pieces for nothing as the florists involved sponsored the event. The napkins and table sprinkles we decided to use came in well under this at $45.
On the day of the dinner YYY and I and our band of helpers had a great time setting up the furniture, Because of some last minute additions to our guest list, we had to search for extras, but YYY had plan B waiting and so no big hassle resulted. We were very pleased with the way the tables looked that evening. The colours of the Kalahari Desert we used were mostly yellows and oranges, but with highlights of deep grey/green and chocolate brown for emphasis. It looked great. I also enjoyed helping to serve the food on the night. We were all dressed in black and we were given a quick lesson on the correct side to serve people and how to talk to people we served. 


It was important that the fundraising dinner went well and it did. This was because of some good planning as a team. Mr BBB said that we showed great enterprise skills and I think that I made a good contribution. The AAA bag and goodies went for $65 and the weights for $215 so that was quite a good result. I’m not sure how much we made overall on the night, because the financial records have not yet been tabled at a class meeting. However, from what I understand we have done well enough to make sure the trip will go ahead. I’m looking forward to all the other preparations and the trip to the Kalahari to teach the children my chosen subject of ‘Biology’.
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Appendices provided by the student included concept visuals and photographs of the final table settings.
Performance Standards for Stage 2 Cross-disciplinary Studies
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Application
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Interaction and Communication

	A
	Insightful and sophisticated exploration of key elements of the relevant disciplines and their connections to the learning interest.

Well-informed and highly effective understanding of the learning interest, incorporating specific discipline knowledge and skills.

In-depth knowledge and understanding of the relevant capabilities.
	Comprehensive integration and application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in familiar as well as complex, less familiar situations.

Highly focused application of knowledge and understanding to solve problems with insightful creativity and initiative.

Convincing and in-depth development of ideas, insights, and further questions.
	Comprehensive analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from a variety of sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest.

Sustained and insightful evaluation of the contributions of the disciplines.

Well-considered and substantive analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

Perceptive evaluation of feedback from others.
	Convincing and sustained demonstration of purposeful interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations.

Clear, coherent, and highly focused communication of understanding, reasoned conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.

	B
	Well-considered exploration of key elements of the relevant disciplines and their connections to the learning interest.

Well-informed understanding of the learning interest, incorporating discipline knowledge and skills.

Well-informed knowledge and understanding of the relevant capabilities.
	Well-informed integration and application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in familiar and less familiar situations. 

Well-considered application of knowledge and understanding to solve problems with creativity and initiative.

Thoughtful development of ideas, insights, and further questions.
	Detailed analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from a variety of sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest.

Sustained evaluation of the contributions of the disciplines.

Well-considered analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

Well-considered evaluation of feedback from others.
	Mostly sustained and focused interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations.

Clear, coherent, and mostly focused communication of understanding, conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.

	C
	Exploration of key elements of the relevant disciplines and their connections to the learning interest.

Informed understanding of the learning interest, linked to discipline knowledge and skills.

Informed understanding of the relevant capabilities.
	Informed integration and application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in mostly familiar situations. 

Considered application of knowledge and understanding to solve problems with some creativity and initiative.

Competent development of ideas and insights, and further questions.
	Considered analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from different sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest. Analysis sometimes tends towards summary and narration. 

Some evaluation of contributions of the disciplines, tending towards description.

Considered analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

Considered evaluation of feedback from others.
	Competent interactive and collaborative skills in different situations.

Generally clear communication of understanding, conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.

	D
	Some basic connections between aspects of two or more disciplines and the learning interest.

Awareness of aspects of the learning interest, discipline knowledge, or skills. 

Recognition of some of the capabilities.
	Superficial integration or application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in highly familiar situations. 

Some creativity evident in occasional problem-solving. 

Some development of basic ideas and insights.
	Partial summary of ideas and information, with some increased understanding of learning interest.

Description of some elements of the contributions of the disciplines.

Some reflection on the student’s own learning.

Basic consideration of feedback from others.
	Simple interactive and collaborative skills.

Basic communication of some ideas and insights about the learning interest, with some attempted conclusions.

	E
	Identification of limited connections between one or more aspects of disciplines and the learning interest. 

Emerging awareness of one or more aspects of the learning interest or skills.

Identification of one or more capabilities.
	Attempted application of an aspect of a relevant discipline. 

Attempted identification of a possible solution to a problem.

Attempted development of an idea or question.
	Simple summary of ideas and/or information that may have some relevance to learning interest.

Attempted description of one or more elements of the contributions of the disciplines.

Attempted description of an aspect of the student’s own learning.

Limited attempt at reflecting on feedback.
	Attempted interactive and collaborative skills.

Attempted communication of partially developed ideas that are not necessarily new.





Knowledge and Understanding


Explores key elements of business and enterprise.





Knowledge and Understanding


Understands the Kalahari experience with informed linking to Business and Enterprise knowledge and skills. 





Analysis and Critical Evaluation


Analyses and evaluates ideas and information from a different sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the Kalahari experience in a considered way.





Analysis and Critical Evaluation


Information from different sources and perspectives.





Analysis and Critical Evaluation


Analyses and evaluates ideas and information from different sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the Kalahari experience in a considered way.





Analysis and Critical Evaluation


Analyses and evaluates ideas and information in a considered way, but here tends towards summary and narration.





Knowledge and Understanding


Understands the Kalahari experience with informed linking to Business and Enterprise knowledge and skills. 
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