Stage 2 Music Explorations
Assessment Type 2: Explorations

MIDI Quantising and Changing Velocity
Assessment due:    XX/XX/2019
Work required:       1 stereo audio file, 1 commentary, 1 self-assessed     
                                   Performance Standards Rubric
Submission:            Online submission to assessment area on Learning    
                                     Management System LMS
Purpose 

Create a 1-minute musical work with commentary that will be included as one of several portfolio musical works for the Stage 2 Music Explorations Assessment Type 2. 
Description of assessment 
· Create a 1 minute MIDI recording that demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of MIDI quantising and changing velocity.   

· Provide a stereo mix of the completed project in .wav or .aif audio format.

· Provide a 200 word commentary defining and explaining: quantising and changing velocity; musical intent and stylistic influences of their work; identification of multiple uses of quantising and changing velocities within their musical work

Outline of the task

Task 1  - Create a multi-track MIDI recording that creates the effect of a drum kit solo that is 1 minute in duration and demonstrates effective, imaginative and creative use of MIDI quantise editing (note placement) and changes in note velocity (dynamics).   The musical work should include a clear form/structure, repetition and development, rhythmic shifts between simple and compound time feels, as well as demonstrations of virtuosity. Optional auxiliary percussion may be included.
· Listen to several drum solos on YouTube® and consider how pulse, phrasing and variation are constructed and how they might work with a MIDI recording.
· In Pro Tools, create a Virtual instrument track containing Xpand2 and select a MIDI acoustic Drum Kit.
· Record a performance playing a kick/snare and possibly hi-hat pattern on a MIDI Keyboard (optionally use the pencil tool)
· Open the Edit window - MIDI editor and zoom in and out to view your recording.
· Read Pro Tools Reference Guide P867  (Event Operations- Quantise)

· Apply each suggested quantize editing step with your recorded performance and note the changes, undo that step and then experiment with the values.

· Save your edited recordings and continue to make other recorded performances.  Save these incrementally.
· Try Input Quantise and its values, you will need to record to see and hear its effect.
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Try a quantise grid that comprises dotted eighth notes.  This is useful for swing, shuffle and compound timing feels.

· Create additional MIDI tracks that send their output to the Xpand2 channel 1 output and record a complex hi-hat pattern or other drum instruments and quantise to taste.
· Read Pro Tools Reference Guide P883 (Event Operations- Change Velocity)
· Apply each suggested velocity editing step with your recorded performance and note the changes, undo that step and then experiment with other values.
· Things to consider including are: triplets, flams (drum hits deliberately close together), dynamic snare and tom rolls, cymbal dynamics, and hi-hat accents. Velocity echoes (crescendo-decrescendo effects) appropriate musical style, phrase repetition and variation.
· Experiment with at least three variations of quantise techniques that can be applied to MIDI tracks (e.g. event quantise, different grid settings, input quantize, note on note off, Groove). Take note of the subtle and extreme uses.
· Listen carefully to your recordings and identify which recordings are musically effective and successfully highlight a range of MIDI quantise and changing note velocity processes.

· Combine a number of these recordings into a sensible 1 minute musical structure (e.g. Introduction, basic time with accents, drum solo, ending).  You may use cut and paste techniques or re-record to assemble these musical ideas.

· Carefully balance the track volumes so as to avoid distortion and export the finished project as a .wav or .aif audio file, 

· Create a 200 word commentary defining and explaining: quantising and changing velocity; musical intent and stylistic influences of their work; identification of multiple uses of quantising and changing velocities within their musical work
Stage 2 Music Explorations
Assessment Type 2: Explorations

MIDI Quantising and Changing Velocity
Evidence of your Learning 

To demonstrate evidence of your learning in these tasks you should aim to:

Understanding of Music
Development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements

· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the explanation of the techniques, processes and musical elements used in the project, including aural analysis of recording and audio mixing techniques. 

Expression of musical ideas

· Use appropriate musical and technical terminology to demonstrate your musical understanding.
Exploring and Experimenting with Music
Application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements
· Display effective combination of theoretical concepts and musical ideas to achieve musical goals (e.g. do the nominated processes sound authentic, appropriate and musically satisfying)

Exploration of and experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production.
· Demonstrate artistic expression and creativity (musical flair) in the development of musical ideas, structure and contrast. (e.g. use of accents, dynamics, a range of simple, compound and flam techniques) 
Synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.

· Apply a range of techniques for recording, editing, and processing through the appropriate use of audio production processes and effects. (e.g. input quantize, event quantize, differing  use of editing tools, velocity echoes)
Self-Assessment using Performance Standards

Refer to the attached Music Explorations Stage 2 Performance Standards Rubric.  Give yourself a grade from A+ to E- for each of the Understanding Music and the Exploring and Experimenting with Music dot points.
Teacher Assessment using Performance Standards

You will be assessed from A+ to E- according to the evidence of your achievement levels using the Music Explorations Stage 2 Performance Standards Rubric. 
Performance Standards for Stage 2 Music Explorations

	-
	Understanding Music
	Exploring and Experimenting with Music
	Responding to Music

	A
	Focused and sustained development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Creative and coherent expression of musical ideas.
	Focused and sustained application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to creatively explore and experiment with music. 

In-depth exploration and innovative experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production. 

Insightful synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Insightful and creative application of musical literacy skills.

Perceptive analysis and discussion of musical works.

Insightful reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	B
	Mostly sustained development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Mostly creative and coherent expression of musical ideas.
	Mostly sustained application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to creatively explore and experiment with music. 

Some depth in exploration and creative experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production. 

Some insight in synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Mostly creative application of musical literacy skills, with some insights.

Analysis and discussion of musical works, with some perceptiveness.

Some insight in reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	C
	Generally competent development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Generally coherent expression of musical ideas, with some creativity.
	Competent application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to explore and experiment with music. 

Competent exploration and experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production, with some creativity.

Synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Generally competent application of musical literacy skills, with some creativity.

Generally competent discussion of musical works, with some analysis.

Considered reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	D
	Some basic development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Some communication of basic musical ideas.
	Some basic application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to explore and/or experiment with music. 

Basic exploration and experimentation with some musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production.

Basic description of some findings from exploration of and/or experimentation with music.
	Development of some basic musical literacy skills.

Basic description of some musical works.

Basic description of own learning within music.

	E
	Attempted development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Attempted communication of a basic musical idea.
	Some basic recognition and attempted application of musical elements to explore or experiment with music. 

Attempted exploration or experimentation with a musical style, influence, technique, or production.

Attempted description of one or more findings from exploration of or experimentation with music.
	Attempted development of very basic musical literacy skills.

Attempted description of a musical work.

Attempted description of own learning within music.
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