STAGE 2 CROSS-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES
ASSESSMENT TYPE 1: COMMENTARY TASK 1

Develop a fundraising kit for the school to assist future students involved in the Kalahari Experience. 
Research on the discipline of Business and Enterprise

‘Business and Enterprise’ refers to a variety of enterprise initiatives in both educational and social contexts. At secondary level, this discipline emphasises the use of business technological systems as a key factor in their success. Secondary students are encouraged to understand how technology creates new opportunities for careers in business or enterprise. Students also learn about the influence of business in local, regional and global contexts. A feature of the curriculum is the encouragement of students to be innovative and test out ideas. Marketing is an optional topic both at Stage 1 and Stage 2 of the SACE.
The University of SA offers a Bachelor of Business and Enterprise. Students can specialise in ‘Accounting and Finance’ or in ‘Small to Medium Enterprise Management.’  It’s interesting that the tertiary course does not include the technological aspects emphasised in secondary education. There are separate degree courses for this side of business in the tertiary sector.
The three year course at Uni SA covers ‘Marketing Principles: Trading and Exchange’ in the second year and ‘Marketing for Services’ in the third year. Emphasis is on the financial/economic/law and management/human services/business in society aspect of enterprise, leading up to the ‘Industry Project 1’  and ‘Intro to E –Business’ in the third year. 
Marketing is clearly a vital part of the discipline of Business and Education and can be studied as a separate subject at Tertiary level. I understand that marketing is a concept connected to many other aspects of business and enterprise. (such as Ethics, Law, Human Resource considerations.).
The Kalahari Experience is sustainable as a program for our school, if we get our marketing pitched at the right level to the right people, ensuring continuing sponsorship in the years ahead. Our main fundraising event is the Kalahari Dinner, with a  silent auction, an excellent fundraising vehicle in the past and reliant on the support of local businesses. This is only one part of the sponsorship we need to ensure each year.
Fundraising Kit

My research was based upon three useful websites and three very informative interviews with public relations people.
From this research, the most significant finding is that the personal relationship between the fundraiser and the potential supporter is the key to successful fundraising, along with the validity of the information given. This has been embedded into my fundraising kit.


My research into maximising the chances of success in getting support can be summed up with these recommendations:

1. As much early publicity as possible, to raise the public profile of the Kalahari Experience before sending students to find support. Include relevant information about the Kalahari
2. Supporters being kept updated during and after the trip, giving them a sense of being part of the group’s achievements and increasing chances of them renewing support for future trips.
3. As part of their commitment to the Kalahari Experience, students should commit to aiding the next year’s team in fundraising.
4. Design of a kit based on details and strategies from my carefully analysed research. 
The mutual benefits of an ex-scholar working with an inexperienced student to meet with sponsors are significant. This approach has the potential to double the number of supporters, because of the information conveyed, which is based on personal experience.

Concordia College has participated in the Kalahari Experience for approximately 4-5 years. A number of students and teachers from the school travel to South Africa to teach at Moshaweng High School, joining a group of people from Frankfurt, Singapore, Melbourne and Sydney to take part in educating the students who want to move away from a life of poverty.  The Moshaweng Valley is a remote, isolated area in the Kalahari desert, accessible only by a rough track.   It is one of the poorest areas in South Africa, peopled by Tswanas, who were taken from their homes and villages during the Apartheid regime.  In 1993, Brother Ambrose Kelly, a Marist brother set up the first Kalahari experience. 
Our team of teachers and students provides a revision program to help the students prepare for their final exams. We teach and tutor in Biology, English, Mathematics, Agriculture, Physics and Computing to about 120 students.  The success of the program has been seen through the number of Moshaweng students gaining entry into university degrees. 
Conclusion
I believe that it is the quality of my research that has resulted in the design and construction of an effective fundraising kit for future students. Parts of the kit were tested to help construct other parts of the kit. I approached __________, a graphic designer at XXX Design. The pitch was for in-kind support of services. She agreed to re-design the flyer and poster from draft designs I provided. I then approached ___________, a bindery supervisor at YYY printing company. Not only did he agree to print 100 flyers and 100 posters designed by_________, but helped further develop the wording of the letters to specifically request the in-kind donation of time and products as an option.
My understanding of the Kalahari Experience is that it is an invaluable experience for both the Moshaweng students and for all the students and teachers who participate from around the world. But the experience cannot take place in any form without effective marketing to obtain sponsorship for fundraising. My aim was to find strategies to make this more certain and sustainable for the future. Ex-students have spoken of the emotional side of working with children of the Kalahari, the joy of seeing them engage in education and the camaraderie of working together on such a worthwhile project. This has been captured and unashamedly utilised commercially for sustainability and the longer term viability of the program. 
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Appendices
The student provided final copies of the components of the fundraising kit:
· The letter template

· The fund raising kit

· The flyer

· The poster

· The steps to finding sponsorship.
Performance Standards for Stage 2 Cross-disciplinary Studies 
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Application
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Interaction and Communication

	A
	Insightful and sophisticated exploration of key elements of the relevant disciplines and their connections to the learning interest.

Well-informed and highly effective understanding of the learning interest, incorporating specific discipline knowledge and skills.

In-depth knowledge and understanding of the relevant capabilities.
	Comprehensive integration and application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in familiar as well as complex, less familiar situations.

Highly focused application of knowledge and understanding to solve problems with insightful creativity and initiative.

Convincing and in-depth development of ideas, insights, and further questions.
	Comprehensive analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from a variety of sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest.

Sustained and insightful evaluation of the contributions of the disciplines.

Well-considered and substantive analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

Perceptive evaluation of feedback from others.
	Convincing and sustained demonstration of purposeful interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations.

Clear, coherent, and highly focused communication of understanding, reasoned conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.

	B
	Well-considered exploration of key elements of the relevant disciplines and their connections to the learning interest.

Well-informed understanding of the learning interest, incorporating discipline knowledge and skills.

Well-informed knowledge and understanding of the relevant capabilities.
	Well-informed integration and application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in familiar and less familiar situations. 

Well-considered application of knowledge and understanding to solve problems with creativity and initiative.

Thoughtful development of ideas, insights, and further questions.
	Detailed analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from a variety of sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest.

Sustained evaluation of the contributions of the disciplines.

Well-considered analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

Well-considered evaluation of feedback from others.
	Mostly sustained and focused interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations.

Clear, coherent, and mostly focused communication of understanding, conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.

	C
	Exploration of key elements of the relevant disciplines and their connections to the learning interest.

Informed understanding of the learning interest, linked to discipline knowledge and skills.

Informed understanding of the relevant capabilities.
	Informed integration and application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in mostly familiar situations. 

Considered application of knowledge and understanding to solve problems with some creativity and initiative.

Competent development of ideas and insights, and further questions.
	Considered analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from different sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest. Analysis sometimes tends towards summary and narration. 

Some evaluation of contributions of the disciplines, tending towards description.

Considered analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

Considered evaluation of feedback from others.
	Competent interactive and collaborative skills in different situations.

Generally clear communication of understanding, conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.

	D
	Some basic connections between aspects of two or more disciplines and the learning interest.

Awareness of aspects of the learning interest, discipline knowledge, or skills. 

Recognition of some of the capabilities.
	Superficial integration or application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in highly familiar situations. 

Some creativity evident in occasional problem-solving. 

Some development of basic ideas and insights.
	Partial summary of ideas and information, with some increased understanding of learning interest.

Description of some elements of the contributions of the disciplines.

Some reflection on the student’s own learning.

Basic consideration of feedback from others.
	Simple interactive and collaborative skills.

Basic communication of some ideas and insights about the learning interest, with some attempted conclusions.

	E
	Identification of limited connections between one or more aspects of disciplines and the learning interest. 

Emerging awareness of one or more aspects of the learning interest or skills.
Identification of one or more capabilities.
	Attempted application of an aspect of a relevant discipline. 

Attempted identification of a possible solution to a problem.

Attempted development of an idea or question.
	Simple summary of ideas and/or information that may have some relevance to learning interest.

Attempted description of one or more elements of the contributions of the disciplines.

Attempted description of an aspect of the student’s own learning.

Limited attempt at reflecting on feedback.
	Attempted interactive and collaborative skills.

Attempted communication of partially developed ideas that are not necessarily new.


Knowledge and Understanding


Explores key elements of business and enterprise in an insightful and sophisticated way.











Knowledge and Understanding


Understands the Kalahari experience incorporating specific Business and Enterprise knowledge and skills, in a well-informed and highly effective way.








Analysis and Critical Evaluation


Uses a comprehensive variety of sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest.





Analysis and Critical Evaluation


Analyses ideas and information from a variety of sources and perspectives to comprehensively deepen understanding of the learning interest.





Knowledge and Understanding


Understands the Kalahari experience incorporating specific Business and Enterprise knowledge and skills, in a well-informed and highly effective way.
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