Aligns with LAP-01


Stage 2 Music Explorations
Assessment Type 1: Musical Literacy

Task 3: Original Melody Composition 
Purpose

To enable students to: 

· demonstrate understanding of musical elements, styles, influences and techniques
· apply musical literacy skills

· analyse and discuss musical works and their presentation
· develop their understanding of the relationship between musical notation and sound.
Description of assessment

Students compose an original melody or song with lyrics, and present this as a notated lead sheet including chords.   The notated lead sheet should be 32-48 bars. 
The lead sheet should be in a single clef with indications for: rhythm, pitch, phrasing, dynamics, expression, chord harmonization, key and time signature, tempo, style, form and structure. 

If the melody is a song with lyrics, further indications for text syllables and melisma slurs are recommended.

Students provide a composer’s statement in which they explain the intent of their composition and provide evidence of the techniques and strategies they used to create the melody and chord indications.  The composer’s statement should be up to 3 minutes for an oral presentation, or up to 500 words if written, or the equivalent multimodal (where 1000 words is equivalent to 6 minutes).  The composer’s statement may be presented as, but is not limited to:
· a video or audio recording of a performance of the composition, with commentary explaining the techniques and strategies used

· a Power Point or Prezi presentation 

· an oral presentation

· a written statement.
Suggested Considerations

Composition 
Rhythm and Pitch: melodic contour, relationship to tonal centre (scale, key), variety of phrase length, melodic and rhythmic variation, extension, embellishment, repetition, tension and resolution, harmonic relationship to chord, notation grouping.
Chord Indications: harmonic relationship to melody, use of standard chord progressions, range of chord tonalities (major, minor, augmented, diminished), use of chord extension (e.g.7,9), Chord alterations (e.g. b9 #5), modulations, sus4, slash chords, inversion and pedal bass notes.
Composer’s Statement 
Explanation of the intent of the composition and an outline of the structural form of the composition (e.g. table format).  

Identify key features of the melody (range, note choice, rhythm and phrasing, variation, development, contrast). If lyrics are used, discuss how literary devices such as rhymes, imagery or onomatopoeia are reflected in the melody. 
Discuss the selection of chord harmonies and their association to the melody.
Assessment conditions

Students present a notated lead sheet of between 32-48 bars, this may be hand written or formatted using a notation software program. The notated lead sheet should be accompanied by an audio recording. The audio recording is not assessed. The recording should include a single instrument melody line with a piano or guitar playing chords as per the lead sheet indication.
The composer’s statement may be presented as an oral presentation of up to 3 minutes, or as a written statement of up to 500 words, or equivalent for a multimodal presentation (where 1000 words is equivalent to 6 minutes). 
The specific features of the criteria being assessed are:

 Understanding Music

The specific features are as follows:
UM1
Development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements
UM2
Expression of musical ideas. 

Exploring and Experimenting with Music
The specific features are as follows:

EEM1
Application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to explore and experiment with music 

EEM2
Exploration of and experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques and/or production 
EEM3  Synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music

Responding to Music
The specific features are as follows:

RM1
Application of musical literacy skills 

Performance Standards for Stage 2 Music Explorations
	-
	Understanding Music
	Exploring and Experimenting with Music
	Responding to Music

	A
	Focused and sustained development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Creative and coherent expression of musical ideas.
	Focused and sustained application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to creatively explore and experiment with music. 

In-depth exploration and innovative experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production. 

Insightful synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Insightful and creative application of musical literacy skills.

Perceptive analysis and discussion of musical works.

Insightful reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	B
	Mostly sustained development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Mostly creative and coherent expression of musical ideas.
	Mostly sustained application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to creatively explore and experiment with music. 

Some depth in exploration and creative experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production. 

Some insight in synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Mostly creative application of musical literacy skills, with some insights.

Analysis and discussion of musical works, with some perceptiveness.

Some insight in reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	C
	Generally competent development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Generally coherent expression of musical ideas, with some creativity.
	Competent application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to explore and experiment with music. 

Competent exploration and experimentation with musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production, with some creativity.

Synthesis of findings from exploration of and experimentation with music.
	Generally competent application of musical literacy skills, with some creativity.

Generally competent discussion of musical works, with some analysis.

Considered reflection on and critique of own learning within music.

	D
	Some basic development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Some communication of basic musical ideas.
	Some basic application of knowledge and understanding of musical elements to explore and/or experiment with music. 

Basic exploration and experimentation with some musical styles, influences, techniques, and/or production.

Basic description of some findings from exploration of and/or experimentation with music.
	Development of some basic musical literacy skills.

Basic description of some musical works.

Basic description of own learning within music.

	E
	Attempted development of knowledge and understanding of musical elements.

Attempted communication of a basic musical idea.
	Some basic recognition and attempted application of musical elements to explore or experiment with music. 

Attempted exploration or experimentation with a musical style, influence, technique, or production.

Attempted description of one or more findings from exploration of or experimentation with music.
	Attempted development of very basic musical literacy skills.

Attempted description of a musical work.

Attempted description of own learning within music.
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