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overview

This report provides general information and feedback for the written examination.

For general information and feedback regarding school assessment and the oral examination, please refer to the Nationally and Interstate Assessed Languages at Continuers Level Chief Assessor’s Report on the subject minisite.
external assessment
Assessment Type 3: Examination
Written Examination

Section 1: Listening and Responding
Part A

Question 1
Generally students handled this question well. However, the sense of urgency conveyed by the advertisement was picked up by only a few students.
Question 2
Some students mixed up answers for part (a) and part (b), but were still able to prove a thorough understanding of the problem presented and the advice offered in the text.
Question 3
This question was well handled by the majority of students. 

Part B

Question 4
While students generally answered part (a) well, some failed to identify the annoying nature of leaflets as an obstacle to identifying genuine mail. Students had difficulty explaining the meaning of the slogan at the end of the text. 
Question 5
While generally students identified the reasons for Kató Lomb’s fame, many had difficulty explaining Márti’s reaction to Attila. Some students also failed to identify the teaching method of Kató Lomb.
Question 6
Students were able to describe Zoli’s personality correctly, but generally had difficulty identifying the reasons behind his question to his mother.
Section 2: Reading and Responding
Part A
Question 7
Although the text was easy to understand, higher-order thinking skills were called for to answer part (a) (Kati’s dilemma is how to fit in everything she wants to do, despite her busy schedule) and part (b) (As Saturday is the only day when Kati can revise for her final exam, if she chooses the Saturday dancing she might jeopardise her future goals).
Question 8
This was a complex question and tested the ability of the students to analyse and interpret the meaning of the whole text. Only about 25% of students received full marks for this question.
Part B

Question 9
The dilemma posed in Gabi’s letter seemed to be one that all candidates could relate to; hence, all the responses were well considered and relevant to the context, purpose, audience, and topic. The rules of the text type were adhered to; however, quite a few responses were considerably longer or shorter than the prescribed word limit of 150 words. It is important for students to have the opportunity to practice writing to a prescribed word limit in order to prepare them for this section of the exam.
Section 3: Writing in Hungarian

Question 10
This question was very rewarding for some students who were able to use their vivid imagination to produce entertaining and well-rounded short stories.

Question 11
This question was the most popular question in this section. Students generally handled it satisfactorily, but they did not produce any outstanding pieces of writing.
Question 12
Question 12 was the least popular question. No prior visit to Hungary could be one of the reasons that students avoided this question. However, the more creative students invented ‘unusual and surprising adventures’ and were able to write witty speeches. The less successful speeches failed to satisfy the requirements of the task, only mentioning ‘fun activities’ or explaining about Hungarian culture in general.
Markers felt that about 25% of students could have benefited from more thorough practice in sentence construction, capitalisation, and subject–verb agreement. There were also students who repeated themselves or used pre-learned expressions that didn’t fit the context.

GENERAL COMMENTS
Markers emphasised the importance of keeping to the prescribed word limit in all Section 2, Part B, and Section 3. Teachers need to remind students that quantity doesn’t mean quality and they should ensure that students have the opportunity to practice writing succinctly and for a specific purpose. , 
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